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IDEA of the CREATOR 
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"LON DON: 


© Printed in the Year unge. 4 


OU will probably be ſurprized 
at a public addreſs from an ano- 


Vill have no opportunity of ſeeing, 
till it be in print. The preſumption of this un- 
expected dedication may perhaps be blamed : But 
the propriety of deficing the countenance of a 
—_: gen- 


Z DEDICATION. 


gentleman diſtinguiſhed for a pious and a chari- 
table turn of mind, as well as for a true poetical 
genius, to a ſacred poem, publiſhed on a chari- 
table account, is what hardly any one is likely 
to diſpute. 


Flattery, the uſual matter of dedications, or 
even the moſt ſimple detail of the particulars of 


your character, the author thinks unfit for his 
pen, as well as for your ear. Therefore, after 


moſt humbly begging your pardon for this in- 
truſion, and juſt mentioning, that this will be 


preſented you by thoſe who can certify you of the 


truth of the pretenſions in the following adver- 
tifement ; there is nothing farther to be added 
by one, who is, and is likely to continue un- 
known to you, but to pray, that Heaven may 
bleſs you with health and happineſs in this 
world, and crown you hereafter with thoſe 
diſtinguiſhed honours promiſed to ſuch as ſtand 
up for the cauſe of truth in theſe corrupt times, 

| when 
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DEDICATION. is 
when others ſtrive to outvie one another in diſ- 


countenancing it. 


That you will be ſo kind as to take in good 
part theſe fincere and difintereſted wiſhes, is the 
defire and hope of, 


SIR, 
Your moſt obedient 


Moſt humbie Servant, 


The Auron. 
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propoſing to him the publiſhing it for the benefit of a 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE following poem was the amulſe- 
ment of ſome leifure hours in the coun- 
try ſeveral years ago. It was not origiq- 
= nally intended for the preſs ; nor had 

8 n 


for that propale, 


n 


amiable child, an orphan. His regard for the fa - 
mily, to which the child belongs, and the ſlendereſt 
of having it in his power todo a kind action 
with ſo little trouble, were conſiderations he could not 
reſiſt. It was thefore thought proper to reviſe and im- 
prove the poem, and to add the notes and treatiſe an- 
nexed, that the whole might be ſomewhat the more 
worthy of the public, and the more likely to turn to 
ſome advantage to the child. Hois relations will think 
themſel ves bound to return thoſe acknowledgements, he 

is 


every ſhilling fo Ea out, not as beſtowed merely for 
Tartan, deere ter dep 


HYMN to the CREATOR: 


Wake, my foul ! with joy thy God adore; 
Declare his greatneſs ; celebrate his po r 
Who, cloath'd with honour, and with 
glory crown: d. 

2 Who with a radiant veil of heavenly light 
Himſelf conceals from all created fight. 
Who rais'd the ſpacious firmament oa high, 
42 ſky. 


 PSAL: CIV. 


Jer. 1. Bleſs the Lord. O0 1 thyſelf 
my foul! O Lord, my God, N 
thou art very great, thou art who ſtretcheſt out the heavens 
cloathed with honour and ma- like a curtain. 


NOTES. 


Ver. 2. Who with @ radiant weil, c.] Some ingenious writers 
have conſidered the fun as one of the fitteit emblems of the 

though all created glories muſt fall infinitely ſhort of the 
of thoſe glories. As the ſun 


I 


is 
1 things ; and as he is the foul and life 
; - fame manner, but in a degree infinitely 
Ab. Fg 7 unequalled majeſty of the One 


; conceals, &c. | ſt is certain, that a ſpirit abſolutely 
pure, and free from all manner of material or bodily ſubſtance, as 
without all doubt the divine nature, and perbaps no other in the 

univerſe, is, mult neceſſarily be inviſible, and not to be any way 
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5 Whoſe 


AN AYMN 


3 Whoſe awful throne bes w ſtarry arch bein, 
' Whoſe 


preſence not heav'n's vaſt expanſe reftrains. 
Whole ways unſcarchable no eye can hind, 
The clouds his chariot, and his wings the wind. 
4 Whom hofts of mighty angels own their Lord, 
And flaming ſeraphim fulfil his word. 
po r of old the ſolid earth did found, 
Self pois'd, ſelf-centred, and with ſtrength girt round; 
From her appointed ſphere forbid to fly, 
Or ruſh unbalanc d through the trackleſs ſky. n 
To reas ning man the for” reign rule aſſign d, 
Hi delegate o er each inferior kind; 
Too ſoon to fall from that diſtinguiſh'd place, 
His honours ſtain d with guilt and foul diſgrace. 
6 He fawthepride of carth's aſpiring Lord, 
And in his fury gave the dreadful word : 
Straight o'er her peopled plains his floods were pour'd, 


And o er her mountains the proud billows roar d. 


= Ver. +. Bit an awful throne, Ke 
Jane: ng be dy l ge has been ſai he 

þ + it proper by a * to repreſent his immediate 
— And thou Bree immenſity of 
tpace, yer he has thought ws pore majeſty in 
heaven. See . bevr. 1. Thus faith the Lord, the is 
<< my throne, and the earth my foorſtool.” 


Ibid. #boſe preſence, &c.] “ The heaven and heaven of hea- 


„ vens cannot contain tkee.”” re. 27. 


Ibid. M heft au uearchable. &c.] © How unſearchable are 
Ale judgments, . 


Athwart 


ro THE CREATOR 
Arhwart the face of earth the deluge fweeps, 


alwage, 
The tempefts hear his voice, and ſtraight obey, 
And at his thunder s roar they haſte away : 
$ From off the lofty mountains they ſubſide, 
And gently through the winding vallies glide, 
Till in the ſpacious caverns of the deep | 
9 There be hath ſtrerch'd abroad their quid plains, 
And there omnipotence their rage reſtrains, 
That earth no more her ruins may deplore, 
And guilty mortals dread their wrath no more. 
10 Hebids the living fountains burſt the ground, 
And bounteous ſpread their filver ſtreams around : 
OE ITS 
FSA bh CIV. 


Ver. 9. Aud there omnipatence, de]“ Hitherto fhale.thoo come, 

© but no farther ; nnn Job 

xxxvüi. 11. 

Idid. That earth no more, &c. &c.] * I ſet my bow in the clouds, 

« and it ſhall be for a token, Cc. —and the waters ſhall no more 

* become a flood to deftroy all fleſh.” Gen. ix. 13-1 5. 
Ver. 10. Down from the bids, & } Ir is by moſt, authors 


that the hills are the cauſe af tprings, and the origin of 
rivers, by their attracting and condenſing the vapours in the air, 
by their raiſing up the moiflure that is in the earth, by means of 
attractior, and renning and pᷣh rating it through their pores, and by 


Fru . nl, a fall or declivity to enable them to run down 
unto V 


B 2 11 There 


4 
* 
3 
- - ; 
: - 7 
1 * _ 
' . * 1 
* Y k 
* * 
o_ J & 
#: 4:4 wad 
* * 
ann — 5 * 4 - 
. : - ; | 1 _— 
$ N 4 22 o \ — _ * by bh 
R Se - * by Cn 2 we R l 3 1 e ad 7 
— "© . il hv I _ £26 6 Ag T ** - a F 
8 | F N — 9 F N * ad 1 71 — Mi * * 8 N 4 2 y - 
— wet + l a”, N p * * = 4 4 1 W C G - 3 8 1 Ys * 4 ——_ - 
. n 1 h e — ac. 1 9 -— ? y 2 - * - — 1 b 5 


1 t 


every : 
wild aſſes quench 


. | | . 


AN HYMN 


3 . bs 
11 There the fair flocks allay thefammer”s rage, 


12 On their ſweet winding banks th' acrial race 
Inartleſs numbers warble forth his praiſe, 
Or chane the harmleſs raptures of their loves, = 
And cheer the plains, and wake the vocal groves. 


13 Forth from his treaſures in the ſkies he pours 


His precious bleffings in refreſhing ſhow rs. 
Each dying plant with joy new life receives, 
And thankful nature ſmiles, and earth revives. 
14 The fruitful fields with verdure he beſpreads, 
The table of the race that haunts the meads, 
And bids each foreſt, and each flow ry plain 
Send forth their native phyſic for the ſwain. 
Thus doth the various bounty of the earth 
Support each ſpecies crowding into birth. 


11. They give drink to 
beaſt 3f the feld: the i 
their thirſt. 
12. By them the fowls of 
heaven have their habitati- 


on, which ſing among the for the ſervice of man: that 
branches. 


he may 
13. He watereth the hills of the 


NOTES. 


Ver. 13. Each dying plant, &c.] It is found by. experiments, 
that pure water 9 2458 any vegetable. For, ſetting a plant, 
or iced in a pot, containing a known quantity of earth, and water- 
ing it conſtantly, after it is grown to a thouſand times its original 
weight, the quantity of earth is found by weighing it, not in the 
leaſt diminiſhed. Therefore it is to the moiſture taken in by the 
roots and leaves of plants, trees, and grain, that we owe their 
growth; fo that, whatever we may think, a ſeaſonable ſhower of 
ram is more valuable to us than a ſhower of gold. 


15 In 


TO THE CREATOR. F- 
15 In purple ſtreams ſhe bids her vintage flow, 
One with its gen rous juice to cheer the heut, 
And bread of all heav'n's precious gifts the chief, 
And all the man with health and courage fires. 
16 The — halls with waving woods are 
There Lebanon's proud cedars nod their heads ; 


17 The pointed firs riſe ton ring to the clouds, 
And life and warbling numbers fill the woods. 
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of God. 


Nor les thy glory in th! etherial ſpheres, 


beſtow'd, 


and fink in night. 


AN HYMN 
Nor fair enameł d meads, nor flow'ry lawns, 
with life and ſenſe all nature fills, 
Proclaims th exhauſtleſs hand, the hand 


Then filene paſs away, 
| The giſt of life thus boundlefaly 


Each clement 


But e en rude rocks and dreary defarts yield 


Retreats for the wild wand rer of the field. 
There from on high the gentle moon by night = 


Thy pow'r 
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of ſome one or more 


any ſubſtance in na- 
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NOTES. 


. 18. Each element, &c.] There is 
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1 AN wr bt © a 

«a The furious lag rmain queſt of prey, _—_ Fm 
To gorge his hunger till the dawn of day ; 2 
His hideous roar with terror ſhakes the wood, 

As from his Maker's hand he aſks his food. 
22 Ain the fun his morning beams diſplays, 
And fires the eaſtern mountains with his rays. 

Before him fly the horrors ofthe night ; 
He' looks upon the world—and all is light. 
Then the lone wand'rers of the dreary waſte | 
to their holds return in haſte, 
23 To man give upthe world, his native reign, 
Who then reſumes his pow 'r, and rules the plain. 
24 How various are thy works, creator wiſe ! | | 
How go the fight beauties on beauties riſe | 
Where goodneſs worthy of a God beſtows 
His gifts on all, and without bounds o'erflows ; 
| Where wiſdom bright appears, and pow'r divine, 
And where infinitude itſelf doth ſhine; 


PS AL. CIV. 

21. The young lions roar 23. Man goeth forth to his 
after their prey, and ſeek their work, and to his labour until 

22. The ſun ariſcth : . 24. O Lord, how manifold | 

| are thy works! in __ 
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oh ths created —_— and ſtrictneſs finite and 
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TO THE CREATOR. 


pacious empire of the main. 

26 There the tall ſhips the rolling billows ſweep, 
And bound triumphant o'er th unſa hom d deep. 
There great leviathan in regal pride, 


 - The ſcaly nations crouding by his fide, 


Far in the dark receſſes of the main 

O' er nature's waſtes extends his boundleſs reign. 

Round the dark bottoms of the mountains roves, 

The hoary deep ſwells dreadful as he moves. 

Now views the awful throne of antient night, 

Then mounts exulting to the realms of hight z 
Now launches to the deep, now ſtems the ſhore, 
An ocean ſcarce contains the wild uproar. 

27 Whatc'crof life repleniſhes the flood, 
Or walks the earth, or warbles thro” the wood, 


PSAL. CIV. 
25, So is this great and thou haſt made to play there- 
wide ſea, wherein are things in: | 
creeping innumerable, both 27. Theſe wait all upon 
ſmall and great beaſts. thee : that thou mayſt give 
26. There go the ſhips; them their meat in due ſea- 


10 AN HYMN 
In nature's various wants to thee complains, . 
28 The hand, which gave the life, the life ſuſtains. 
To each th' appointed ſuſtenance beſtows, 
To each the noxious and the healthful ſhows. . 
Thou ſpreadſt thy bounty — meagre famine flies : 
29 Thou hid'ft thy face their vital vigor dies. 
30 Thy pow'rful word again reſtores their breath ; 
Renew d creation triumphs over death. 
31 Th' Almighty o'er his works caſts down his eye, 
And views their various excellence with joy : 
His works with rev*rence own his po rful hand, 
And humble nature waits his dread command. 
32 He looks upon the earth her pillars ſhake, 
And from her centre her foundations quake. 
The hills he touches clouds of ſmoke ariſe, 
And fuph”rous ſteams mount heavy to the ſkies. 
Whilſt life informs this frame, that life ſhall be 
O firſt and greateſt ) ſacred all to thee. 
Thy praiſe my morning ſong, my daily theme, 4 
My ev ning ſubject, and my midnight dream; 
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TO THE ennaron 11 
34 When grief oppteſſes, and when pain aſſalls ; 
When all the man, and all the ſtoic fails ; 
When fierce tentation's ſtormy billows roll ; 
When guilt and horror overwhelm my ſoul ; 

With outward ills contending paſſions join d, 
To ſhake frail virtue, and unhinge the mind; 
When nature ſinks ; when death's dark ſhades ariſe, 
And this world's glories vaniſh from theſe eyes ; 
Then may the thought of thee beever near, 

To calm the tumult, and compoſe the fear. 

In all my woes thy favour my defence ; 

Safe in thy mercy, not my innocence. 
And thro* what future ſcenes thy hand may guide 
My wond”ring foul, and thro* what ſtates untry d, 
What diſtant ſeats ſoe er I may explore, 

When frail mortality ſhall be no more ; 
PSAL. CIV. 


34. My meditation of him in the Lord. 
ſhall be wert: I will be glad 


| NOTES. 
Ver. $4.—all the foic, be.) Allwding tothe anticnt fo of phi 


a man ought never to ſuffer l © be ir ur leaſt moved with 


| Ibid. When guilt and borrer, A.] The thought in this and ſome 


of Os float the, goes upon a very 

that of the heathen philotophers and 

nal he confidence with which virtue 1 

* man, ſufficient to ſupport him not only in danger 
t 


ng 


„ 

even in the midſt of a ruining world: as if there were ſuch a 

thing as a good or innocent man. Revelation * 

rent notions of our character and ſtate before We are by it 

told, that we have all ſinned and come ſhort of - that there 

is none good but ann, has bs, (Gas s char th heavens are no are 

in his fight, and that he charges his angels with folly. And, if the 

beſt of us examines ſtrictly his own heart and life, he muſt own it to 
be an awful and ftartling proſpect to look forward to that i 


change of ſtate, which 
ſceing judge. 


tranſmit him to the yibunal 
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Perfection 


that ever can 


of God is ſuch, 


wicked that are inca- 


order 
„ &c.] As the converſation of charac- 


rebellious ſubjects 


ſupreme 


offending 
ie 3 


the 


for their faults muſt be 


rebellious. 


l. &c.] The 
yup to; 7 


thy bli 


to receive his 


And if we allow an eternity 


NOTES. 


of meek or contrite, &c.) If an 
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the moit merciful 


it proper 
ey continue 
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„ as 


think 


for wildom and virtue have a natural tendency to 


received into the favour of 


penitence 
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TO THE CREATOR. 


My brigheſt crown before thy feet to lay, 
My pride to ſerve, my glory to obey. 


NOTES. 


bleſſed ſpirits to improve in, and take into the conſideration the 


advantages they ma NN 


—— 


form ſome conception of the ad one or two additional ſenſes 
or methods of perception may give i 


— which are out of all bounds, will ſtill 
that it will ever be the honour of the molt 
in the univerſe to worſhip, to ſerve, and obey the 
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ruddy light, f 
the fixed 3 body, 


orbit. If there are any 


cular to the plane of his 
in Mars, they 


wer Aye oof 
earth 


the ſun. They will ſee Venus ſometimes 
extremely near the ſun, as we ſometimes ſet Mercury. The 


E 2 


can never ſee Mercury, 


over the face of 
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muſt be 

piter has no leſs 

the following periods, viz. The neareſt in almoſt two 
days, at the diſtance of near three times the diameter or 
thickneſs of Jupiter's body, which, according to the cal- 


culations of aſtronomers, comes to nearly the diſtance of the 
moon from the earth. Lo the inhabitants of this firſt moon, 
if there are any, Jupiter muſt appear as our earth to the 
inhabitants of our moon, if ſuch there be; only he will ap- 
pear to them large enough to cover twenty degrees, or a 
ninth part of their whole heavens. "The ſecond ſatellit re- 


The third, in about a week, at the diſtance of about five 
hundred and eighty thouſand miles. The fourth and outer- 
moſt, performs its revolution in a little above fixteen days 
and an half, at the diſtance of about two millions of miles. 
It is probable, that the ſhades or belts ſeen upon Jupiter's 
face are, as well as thoſe of Mars, no other than ranges 
of clouds or vapauts hanging in his atmoſpherere. ** 
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